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CHAPTER II.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY, WHERE
OUR DEATH IS UNDER DELIBERATION.

T pleased God to hearken to us, in so far as finally

I to create an occasion for a general assembly, that
we might inform the Chiefs of the country of
our purposes among them.

It was a question of some war, that was to be taken
into mature consideration, the Old Men of each vil-
lage having previously come to a mutual agreement
upon it in their special councils. Being invited to this
assembly, we made them a present of three or four
hundred porcelain beads, (these are the pistoles of
the country) in order to give them some proof of how
much we shared in the public interests. Now we
were well aware that they were to speak [15] of us
in this general assembly. The Father Superior en-
deavored to clear us, in private, with various persons,
from the slanders, that had been loaded upon us;
but they were already so bitter that the Captains
most favorable to us told him plainly that the great-
est favor we could hope for was to be driven from
the country and sent back to Kébec.

Finally, the opening of the great assembly took
place towards evening on the 4th of August, where,
after the usual compliments, they discussed for that
time only the subject of peace with their allies, upon
which they consulted nearly all night, with a pru-
dence that can hardly be imagined.



